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am well familiar with the ‘‘big is bad’’ 
theory. That is not what this is. The 
merger fees are being reduced for, like, 
85 percent of all filers. This simply al-
lows them to do what they need to do 
and nothing more. It is unfortunate. 

I am thankful to my cosponsor, Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR, who is the lead spon-
sor of this bill, for the bipartisan effort 
in which she has managed this. 

CLOTURE VOTE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1146, Dana 
M. Douglas, of Louisiana, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Jeff Merkley, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Benjamin L. Cardin, Maria 
Cantwell, Amy Klobuchar, Jon Ossoff, 
Mark Kelly, Jacky Rosen, Brian 
Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Thomas R. Carper, Sherrod 
Brown, Tim Kaine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Dana M. Douglas, of Louisiana, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) 
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from West Virginia (Mrs. CAP-
ITO), the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ), and the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 63, 
nays 31, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 386 Ex.] 

YEAS—63 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 

Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—31 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Paul 

Risch 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—6 

Burr 
Capito 

Cruz 
Duckworth 

Hickenlooper 
Moran 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN). On this vote, the yeas are 63, 
the nays are 31. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Dana M. Douglas, of Louisiana, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, 12 
years ago, I stood on this Senate floor 
for my maiden speech. I was new to the 
Senate, but I had a sense of what I 
thought was possible to achieve for my 
constituents in Ohio, having served in 
the House for 12 years and in two Cabi-
net-level jobs in the Bush 43 adminis-
tration. In that speech, I talked about 
my interest in solving problems and 
working across the aisle to tackle big 
issues facing our country. That is what 
we have tried to do. We have had some 
successes and some disappointments, 
but through it all, I have always con-
sidered it a great honor to have been 
given the chance to represent my 
neighbors, the people of Ohio. 

My team and I have viewed it as a sa-
cred trust to do all we could while we 
had this temporary privilege. Our com-
mitment was to move the ball forward 
wherever possible for our great country 
and for the families we represented. 
Through our legislative and oversight 
results, I believe we have honored that 
pledge. It has been a team effort. 

I have been blessed with an awesome 
staff—sitting behind me today—some 
amazing Senate colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, willing to find com-
mon ground, friends in every corner of 
Ohio whose input helped me to rep-
resent our diverse State, and most im-
portantly, an understanding family and 
a partner in all things in Jane 
Portman. 

All of us get asked what inspired us 
to get into public service in the first 
place. In my family, my mom Joan 
taught by her example that serving 
others was our duty. We had no choice. 
And through their own volunteer work, 
my brother and my sister have helped 
change lives, and I respect that and re-
spect all the caring and giving Ohioans 
who do that. I chose to serve in a dif-
ferent way, which involved the rough 

and tumble of politics—not for every-
body but also a way to help others. 

Another impetus for getting involved 
in politics was actually my father, Bill 
Portman, even though, as a small busi-
ness guy, he thought I was absolutely 
crazy to get into this line of business. 
When I was a kid, he gave up his safe 
job as a forklift truck salesman for a 
bigger company to live out his own 
American dream and start his own 
business. He took a big risk, gave up 
healthcare, gave up a retirement plan, 
and five people—my mom was the 
bookkeeper—started Portman Equip-
ment Company, with lots of debt. They 
actually lost money the first few years. 
But he never gave up on his dream and 
eventually, through hard work and in-
tegrity, found his niche. My brother, 
my sister, and I all worked at Portman 
Equipment Company in high school 
and in college. By the time my dad re-
tired and my brother took over the 
company, there were almost 300 people 
working there. 

Keeping that American dream alive 
and creating the conditions to allow 
that next Bill Portman to take that 
risk, to build his or her dream and in 
doing so help so many other families 
and help so many communities, has 
really been my North Star. That is 
what has guided me. 

Dad also played a special role in my 
decision to run for the U.S. Senate. As 
you will recall, in the couple years be-
fore 2010, we had the Great Recession. 
Our country went through some tough 
times. I had stepped away from public 
service at that time. I was back in the 
private sector, thinking I would prob-
ably not ever run again. Then my 
friend and mentor Senator George 
Voinovich surprised all of you here in 
the Senate, as well as his constituents 
in Ohio, with his decision to retire, and 
Jane and I began thinking about it and 
traveling around, talking to people. 
Across Ohio, people told me about the 
real-world ramifications of the policy 
decisions being made here in Wash-
ington and how it affected them. 

I remember in early 2009 asking my 
dad if he would do it again. Would he 
take that risk and start a business 
from scratch? His answer was trou-
bling. He said, you know, he just 
wasn’t sure. He listed higher taxes that 
were being talked about, more 
healthcare costs, more regulations. He 
said: I just don’t know if it would be 
worth it. That conversation with my 
dad was part of what drove me to run 
for the Senate. I believed that the 
country needed leadership to drive pol-
icy in the direction of more economic 
growth and more opportunity, to help 
more people achieve their American 
dream. 

Not many people these days would 
say politics is an honorable profession. 
A recent poll suggested only 20 percent 
of Americans approve of the job Con-
gress is doing. And I guess we all give 
people reasons to be skeptical, espe-
cially when we seem too political and 
partisan gridlock keeps us from solving 
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